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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5978

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2009 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 61lst Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session

By Senate Labor, Conmmerce & Consuner Protection (originally sponsored
by Senators Haugen and Kohl - Wl | es)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 25/ 09.

AN ACT Relating to consuner rebates; and adding a new chapter to
Title 19 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. As used in this chapter:

(1) "Person" has the sane neaning as in RCW19. 86. 010.

(2) "Rebate" neans an offer to provide cash, credit, or credit
towards future purchases, that is offered to consuners who acquire or
purchase a specified product or service and that is conditioned upon
the custonmer submtting a request for redenption after satisfying the
terms and conditions of the offer. "Rebate" does not include: Any
di scount fromthe purchase price that is taken at the tinme of purchase;
any di scount, cash, credit, or credit towards a future purchase that is
automatically provided to a consuner wthout the need to submt a
request for redenption; or any refund that may be given to a consuner
in accordance with a conpany's return, guarantee, adjustnent, or
warranty policies, or any conpany's frequent shopper custoner reward
program
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) Any person who offers a consuner rebate
shall allow a mninmm of fourteen days from the date the consuner
purchases the product, or becones eligible for the rebate upon
satisfying the ternms and conditions of the offer, for the subm ssion of
a request for redenption by the custoner.

(2) Upon receipt of arequest for redenption neeting the terns and
conditions of the rebate offer, the person offering the rebate shal
transmt the rebate funds to the consuner w thin ninety days.

(3) If arebate is sent to a consuner as a check, the check nust be
mailed in a manner that identifies the piece of mail as the expected
rebat e check

(4) This section applies only to the person offering the rebate,
which is the person who provides the cash, credit, or credit towards
future purchases to the consuner. This section does not apply to a
person who processes a rebate or who provides consunmers wth
instructions or materials related to a rebate.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The legislature finds that the practices
covered by this chapter are matters vitally affecting the public
interest for the purpose of applying the consuner protection act,
chapter 19.86 RCW A violation of this chapter is not reasonable in
relation to the devel opnment and preservation of business and is an
unfair or deceptive act in trade or commerce and an unfair nethod of
conpetition for the purpose of applying the consuner protection act,
chapter 19.86 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Sections 1 through 3 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 19 RCW

Passed by the Senate April 21, 2009.

Passed by the House April 7, 2009.

Approved by the Governor May 6, 2009.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 8, 2009.

ESSB 5978. SL p. 2



	Section 1.
	Section 2.
	Section 3.
	Section 4.

